Case 1:24-cv-07098 Document 1-1 Filed 06/18/24 Page 1 of 6 PagelD: 36

Exhibit A



<

Case 1:24-cv-07098 Document 1-1 Filed 06/18/24 Page 2 of 6 PagelD: 37

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

Christian Benton, Coalition of New Jersey )
Firearm Owners, Gun Owners of )
America, Inc., and Gun Owners Foundation, )

Plaintiffs,
Civil Action No.

V.

Matthew Platkin, in his official capacity as
the Attorney General of New Jersey, and

Chief Phil Olivo, in his official capacity as
the Police Chief of Pennsauken Township,

Defendants.
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DECLARATION OF JOHN C. PYLE

1. My name is John C. Pyle. I am a U.S. citizen and resident of New Jersey. I make this
declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief. Unless
otherwise stated, I make this declaration based on personal knowledge. If called as a witness, [
can testify to the truth of the statements contained herein.

2. 1 am the Vice President & Treasurer of the Coalition of New Jersey Firearm Owners
(“CNJFO”).

3. In that capacity, I am in daily contact with members and supporters regarding their
concerns, questions, requests, and suggestions on how CNJFO can best represent their interests.

4. CNIJFO is a nonprofit organization incorporated in New Jersey with an address at P.O.
Box 768, Sewell, NJ 08080. As a 501(c)(3) organization formed in 2015, CNJFO’s mission is to

support and defend the Second Amendment through education and awareness. CNJFO advocates
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for lawful, safe, and responsible firearms ownership in New Jersey, including regular reporting
on the State’s firearms laws. CNJFO has many members who reside across New Jersey.

5. Many of CNJFO’s members maintain Firearms Purchaser Identification Cards to
regularly purchase long guns, and continuously apply for and acquire Permits to Purchase a
Handgun, in order to be able to purchase handguns on an ongoing basis. CNJFO’s members also
maintain New Jersey Permits to Carry a Handgun, and routinely carry handguns in public for
self-defense and all lawful purposes.

6. CNJFO’s members desire to acquire handguns without the one-gun-per-month limitation
and without the necessity to acquire a separate Permit to Purchase a Handgun for every single
handgun they purchase, as New Jersey law currently requires. CNJFO’s members are irreparably
harmed by New Jersey’s requirement that one must apply for, wait months for, and then
eventually be issued a permit to purchase a handgun so they may then finally engage in Second
Amendment protected activity. Additionally, New Jersey’s “one gun a month” law rations and
infringes upon our members and supporters’ constitutional right to keep and bear arms.

7. In most of the country, law-abiding citizens are able to purchase as many handguns per
month as they desire, and they are not required to have a Permit to Purchase before they make
their purchase. Limiting the number of handguns that can be legally purchased per month and
requiring a separate Permit to Purchase for each handgun limits (infringes) our members Second
Amendment rights.

8. Our members desire and overwhelmingly support CNJFO’s involvement in litigation to
protect their right to acquire firearms easily and unimpeded by government, rights that are being

unconstitutionally infringed by New Jersey’s laws challenged in this lawsuit.

9. Individuals can visit https://www.cnifo.com/ to read about our organization and be kept
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informed on a vast number of topics. We also maintain a calendar to allow our members to keep
up to date on various happenings throughout New Jersey, including training classes and get

togethers. See https://www.cnifo.com/page-18149. Interested individuals can join CNJFO by

visiting https://www.cnjfo.com/join-us.

10. Further, we routinely hear from our members on various topics, including such topics as
New Jersey’s laws, which allows us to direct our resources (including litigation) where it is
needed most. By way of example only, CNJFO has taken part in court cases in New Jersey,
including cases such as Kendrick v. Bruck, 586 F. Supp. 3d 300 (D.N.J. 2022), Mazarheh v.
Platkin, Civil Action No. 1:20-cv-17598, and is currently a plaintiff in Koons v. Platkin, Civil
Action No. 1:22-cv-07464.

11. CNJFO has more than 3,000 members and associates in New Jersey.

12. Some of CNJFO’s members and supporters have been, and are being subjected to and
harmed, by the laws challenged herein.

13. CNJFO has heard from members and supporters in New Jersey whose rights to keep and
bear arms are infringed by New Jersey’s requirement that, in order to even purchase a handgun,
they must apply for, and pay for, a permit to purchase, and then our members and supporters are
limited to purchasing only “one gun a month.”

14. For example, we have recently spoken to a number of CNJFO members, throughout the
state of New Jersey, who have applied for Permits to Purchase and have not received them within
the statutory thirty (30) days. Thus, it would seem that New Jersey authorities routinely violate
the statutory 30-day window for permit issuance. Likewise, some of our members question why
they can only purchase one handgun per month, when the majority of other states do not similarly

limit their citizens from purchasing multiple handguns per month. Our members also question
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the application of both the Permit to Purchase and “one gun a month” requirements to the initial
and to all subsequent handgun purchases. The Brady Bill’s establishment of a mandatory NICS
check for all firearm purchases rendered NJ’s system redundant, costly, and pointless; the
application fees now represent nothing more than a poll tax.

15. Specifically, we spoke with one CNJFO member who told us that they have been waiting
over 42 days on three Permits to Purchase a handgun. We were contacted by another member
who explained that they had waited at least 45 days for a Permit to Purchase. And other members
have been waiting over six months simply to receive a Permit to Purchase so they can purchase
a handgun.

16. Another member explained that they applied for three Permits to Purchase on or about
April 21, 2024, but at the time of filing this Complaint, our member still has not received their
approved Permits to Purchase yet.

17. CNJFO also notes that the aforementioned delays in processing, approval and issuance
of Permits to Purchase coexist with systemic delays in the submission and approval of point-of-
sale NICS transactions. The delays for New Jersey NICS returns have averaged 3-5 days
throughout the years 2020-2024 with several hundred uncompleted transactions remaining in the
queue every day. The combined effect of “one gun a month,” NICS point-of-sale delays, and a
90-day (180 days if extended) expiration date on Permits to Purchase is that our members often
suffer from having their Permits to Purchase expire during the NICS delay. This renders the entire
transaction null and void, and forces the member to begin the process from the beginning,
suffering the delays and incurring the costs all over again..1

18. It should be noted that there are no federal laws that restrict the number of handguns an

! See https://www.njnics.com/index.php.
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individual can purchase per month, nor is there any federal law that requires a “permit to
purchase” before one can buy a handgun. Likewise, in the vast majority of states, no permit to
purchase is required and those citizens can buy however many handguns they desire in any given
month.

19. Protection of these rights and interests advanced in this litigation is germane to CNFJO,
which includes the effort to preserve and protect the Second Amendment and the rights of New
Jerseyans to keep and bear arms, including against overreach by unelected and unaccountable
anti-gun bureaucrats. CNJFO routinely litigates cases in New Jersey on behalf of their members
and supporters, and CNJFO is capable of fully and faithfully representing the interests of its
members and supporters without participation by each of the individuals and entities.

I, John C. Pyle, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
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